
 

Welcome to another issue of ZIM eNews! 

Michael Cowpland, President and CEO 

 

 

In the last several months I’ve had the opportunity to speak with a number of 

our customers around the world. This provides an opportune time to learn 

about what our customers want and in turn helps us set product development 

priorities.  

 

A common question that I receive is “what is happening at Zim”? Quick answer - 

“a lot”!!  I’ll elaborate a little more for you… 

 

Over the past few years we’ve made significant R&D investments in our 

Enterprise Products and Business resulting in several updates to Zim Database 

and a more stable product. In addition, we’ve released new products like our 

JDBC Driver and Zim Mobile!  

 

More recently we’ve expanded our R&D capabilities to include, among other 

things: 1) The development of a new Zim Design Center which is currently in 

Beta and features a new TUI/GUI Painter and soon will include a Graphical 

Report Generator. 2) The development of a powerful lock monitor tool for Zim 

5.x and 7.11 that will be available very soon.  

 

Our focus remains committed to our Enterprise Database business and with our 

increased R&D capacity we’ll continue to introduce new and innovative 

products driven by the valuable feedback that we receive from you – our 

customers. 

 

In the upcoming months you can expect to hear a lot more about “what’s 

happening at Zim”  

 

Enjoy the issue! 

 

Mike 
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Check out 

our website  

www.zim.biz 

 

 

 

 

Zim Migration Services 

to SQL Databases 
Click here to learn more about 

Zim’s migration service. 

 

 

 

Zim Doc anywhere! 
Now the Zim documentation is 

also available on line. Click here 

to open it. 
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Product News 
 

ZIM 8 ς PRODUCT UPDATE 
ZIM 8 includes new technology offering improved performance and 

functionality that will take your complex database applications to a new level. 

We are pleased to announce that on February 8, 2010 the new build of Zim 8.20 

for Linux and Windows will be available on our website at www.zim.biz. 

 

Why Upgrade to ZIM 8.2?  

Here are just a few key reasons why all Zim users would greatly benefit by 

upgrading to Zim 8. 

V Advanced Lock and Data Management 
V Automated Back up  
V Expanded Administrator Control  
V Decreased Resource Requirements  
V Zim 8 offers incremental benefits over your existing Zim implementation 

 

ZIM MOBILE! VERSION 3.0 PRODUCT RELEASE 
We’re pleased to announce the latest release of Zim Mobile! - version 3.0 

We’ve made several upgrades in this version including: 

¶ Improved Data Connector Architecture 

¶ Increased customization of forms 

¶ New Action Types 

¶ Push Synchronization for Blackberry (BIS and BES) 

¶ Improved Security 

¶ Bar Code support (Windows Mobile) 

¶ Credit Card Processing 

¶ New Administration Features 
 

Did you know that? 

If you are a current Zim developer and wants to mobilize your enterprise 

application with Zim Mobile! you can take advantage of the powerful Zim 

language and add flexibility to your mobile development by utilizing the Zim 

functions.  

 
To learn more about the Zim Mobile! product upgrades click here. 
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Check out 

Zim Products   

 

V Zim 8.20  

V Zim Decision 

V Zim Mobile 
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http://www.zim.biz/
http://www.zim.biz/products/database-upgrade-eng.asp
http://www.zim.biz/downloads/collateral/Zim%20Mobile!%20Product%20Update.pdf
http://www.zim.biz/products/default-eng.asp


 

Product News 
 

 

NEW PRODUCT - ZIM LOCK MONITOR  

You asked and we did it! ZIM has developed a powerful management tool ZLM, 

Zim Lock Monitor, that will be fully released soon but we want to give you a 

sneak peek on this.  

The ZLM is a stand-alone Zim Application that monitors persistent locks on Zim 

databases highlighting those that last for too long and may cause database 

malfunctions. This powerful tool allows you to safely and rapidly kill a specific 

Zim session without causing any damage to the database. ZLM will be released 

for Zim 5.x and 7.x. providing Zim users with a much needed feature to actively 

monitor and manage Zim databases.  

 

Technical Tip 
 

 

In the last issue of the eNews we reviewed ZOM and received a lot of feedback 

and requests to review this feature in greater depth. Given the importance of 

ZOM we are going to review this topic in a 4 parts series. Click here to review 

Part 1 from our last eNews issue. 

 

Part 2 - ZOM - A Homogeneous View of Objects  

 

Zim applications consist of collections of objects, each of which has a specific 

purpose and set of capabilities. These objects are described in the Object 

Dictionary and are typically created using DC. These various types object are: 

 

Entity Sets     Menus           Relationships  Windows        Roles            Sets 

Documents    Variables       Forms           Constants      Displays        Directories 
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Check out 

Zim Services   

 

V Zim Training  

V Zim Consulting Services 

V Zim Support 
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Technical Tip 

 
The Object Dictionary is arranged such that all objects of the same type are 

grouped together. This is very convenient for working with objects of the same 

type, but dealing with objects in general is not so easy. A simple example 

illustrates this point. To see the descriptions of all entity sets with names 

starting with "Inv", enter the following command: 

> list all Ents where EntName like "Inv%" 

 

To see descriptions of all objects with names starting with "Inv", enter the 

following series of steps, one for each type of object: 

> list all Ents where EntName like "Inv%" 

> list all Rels where RelName like "Inv%" 

> list all Roles where RoleName like "Inv%" and so on. 

 

ZOM, on the other hand, treats all objects the same, regardless of type, and 

enables you to work with them together. This homogenous view of objects 

enables, for example, all objects with names starting with "Inv" to be retrieved 

in a single step: > ZOMList Inv* 

 

ZOMList, which lists information about objects, is just one of the ZOM services. 

As you can see from this example, treating application objects homogeneously 

can lead to significant time savings and very powerful operations. ZOM provides 

extensive capabilities for selecting and manipulating objects that operate over 

the entire universe of application objects. 

 

Note: ZOM does not deal with FormField and Field objects as independent 

objects, but instead works with the parent objects (e.g., Forms, Entity Sets, 

Relationship, etc.).  

 

Zim Developers Library (supplied with the Zim database) is your source of 

information about ZOM. In the next issue of Zim eNews we will address ZOM 

Object Properties.  

If you have a suggestion that you would like to review please email us at 

support@zim.biz  
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Check out 

Zim Downloads 
   

V Zim Software  

V Zim Tutorials 

V Other Downloads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ZIM Corporation 
150 Isabella Street, Suite 150 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada K1S 1V7 

Tel: 613-727-1397 
Fax: 613-727-9868 

Email: info@zim.biz 
Contact: Technical Support 
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